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Well it is the end of the year for the club and we will soon have our AGM that marks the start 

of the new season. Hopefully this will also mean the start of warmer weather.  

# - # - # - # - # 

I thought I would write one final newsletter to let you know what is going on in the club. As 

you probably realised by the number of newsletters I have sent out over the past year, I 

believe the club is for the members, and they are entitled to know what is going on and how 

the club is run. 

# - # - # - # - # 

The EPA (English Pétanque Association) has decided it wants to become a charity (don’t ask, 

I do not understand either, but probably financial). 

# - # - # - # - # 

For the past half dozen years, Bourne Abbots have run their financial year from March to 

February, and each December we have to purchase membership from the EPA to be part of 

the organisation. When members of the committee change in March, the club has to pay for 

new membership for the new members of the committee, meaning we lose money if 

someone leaves the committee that membership was purchased for in December, so in order 

to overcome losing money, At the December committee meeting it was decided that Bourne 

Abbots is intending to change it financial year to match the EPA’s (January to December). This 

will be put to the vote at the next AGM. 

The consequence of this change, is that our AGM will in future, be at the end of the year 

(probably November) rather than March (as it was previously), and so for one time only, the 

fee for membership renewal will be only £15.00, and then we hold another AGM later in the 

year when we pay for the full year again (£20.00) to take us to the end of 2019.                             

But all this could have changed at the secret committee meeting on 18th February. 

 # - # - # - # - # 

As you are probably aware, I am standing down as secretary and from the committee at the 

next AGM. There are rumours going round the club, and even lies written about me. So I 

thought I would let you know what has been happening in the committee, leading me to 

decide to stand down from a job I enjoyed doing. It may be long winded, so ignore next two 

pages if not interested, and go to last page. 



In March 2017, there were no volunteers for the job of secretary or chairman, and there was 

talk of the club having to shut down. I stepped in as Secretary and Carol said she would move 

up from Vice-Chair to Chairman, and Glen volunteered to be Vice-Chairman. 

Without asking, Steve, the treasurer, said he would take over membership (contrary to 

constitution) and Carol said she would do the advertising. Being new on the committee I did 

not say anything, as I did not know any different at the time, as they said they would help me 

throughout the year. 

We had eight people come along and try out pétanque three times each, and six joined, on 

each of these days, Steve was not at the club to meet or welcome the new members or sign 

them up or take their membership fee.  

There has been NO new advertising of the club in the past year by Carol. 

We held eleven events during the year (7 daytime, 3 evening pétanque competitions and a 

quiz night). All were well attended and successful. 

Of these eleven functions, Steve and Carol did not offer to help organise once, and never 

came in early to help setup at any of these events. They managed only one occasion each to 

come in and do the tea, the other nine occasions were left to me with the help Keith, Vic and 

non-committee members.  

It is my belief that if you wish to be on the committee, you should be available to do your 

share of the work, which should mean being there for at least 50% of the times needed. The 

Chairman, Carol, could not be at the club for nine of the events, as she and her husband Brian 

(also a committee member), live outside the UK for six months or more of the year. These 

months are during spring and summer, which are the busiest time for the club. Steve, the 

Treasurer, just made excuses why he could not attend the competitions. 

The Vice-Chair, Glen, soon after taking on the role in March, had his days and hours of work 

changed. Because of this he worked every bank holiday, and some Sundays. He did not help 

at any the events, and after I had a chat with him, he decided to step down from Vice-Chair 

at the next AGM, knowing he was not able to contribute the time or effort as Vice-Chair. But 

members (of the committee I believe) started saying things in the club, and remarks were 

made among members that upset him, and Glen decided to quit the committee and the club 

because of this. Pétanque was a game he greatly enjoyed playing. 

On 11th November 2017, Steve sent a copy of the accounts to the committee. I noticed a false 

debit on them. I noticed this, only because if the club had spent this money, it would have 

been me that spent it. The next day (12th) I sent Steve an email that included the line; ‘Quick 

query, club phone £10 in September?’ to which Steve’s reply was ‘Just put in a top up for the 

year’. I will assume for the final version of the accounts he will have deleted this false debit 



from the accounts, but I believe, if he has been caught once making false entries, how many 

times over the past three years has this gone unnoticed.  It may only be £10, but whether it 

is one or a hundred pounds, it is dishonest. Since this, I have not had any trust in him as 

treasurer.   

The financial statement and emails are available if anyone wants to see them. 

# - # - # - # - # 

I managed to persuade Peter and Ghislaine to be co-opted (meaning they can attend but not 

vote) on to the committee, until the next AGM, where they can stand to be voted onto the 

committee by the members present at the meeting. 

# - # - # - # - # 

At the November committee meeting, it was decided to get quotes for solid plastic circles.  

Without permission from the committee, and without submitting quotes to the committee, 

the club purchased twelve new plastic rings. I sent several emails to Steve & Carol to find out 

by whom and why these were purchased. It turned out to be Steve. 

The treasurer is only there to keep the accounts and present them at the AGM. He does not 

have authority to decide anything in the club, what can or cannot be purchased or to spend 

any money without the agreement/permission of the committee. 

The new circles are in the clubhouse with the perfectly good foldable ones. The new ones do 

not have a metal insert, so cannot be lifted by magnet. Therefore do not be shy in asking 

others to pick up new rings if you cannot manage to bend. Steve asked me in an email to put 

them in the clubhouse and we can use them if needed at competitions. 

On the 28th November, Steve sent me two emails, which stated “I think that we are burning out 

Carol & Brian with two many e mails - suggest that we handle the clubs administration and only copy them 

on specific items involving the Chair persons role” and “if Brian discusses e mails with you 2morro please be 

gentle - I think that Carol is on the edge of chucking the Chair”. 

When Carol found out she had not been included in general emails after this, she believed it 

was down to me, and expressed her opinions of me for doing this, and I believe fallen out 

with me as a result. These are some of the reasons, I cannot work with Steve & Carol. 

# - # - # - # - # 

 

 



Committee 

As of today, Carol and Steve are still riding roughshod over our constitution, and have not 

informed me of what was discussed at the committee meeting that they held without 

informing your secretary, so I cannot let you the members know what, if anything, is 

happening at the club in the future. They have not informed me of a date for AGM, future 

plans or competitions for 2018 so I cannot inform you. 

This is your club, it is run by a committee elected by the members on your behalf. 
Committee members are chosen because they are prepared to volunteer some extra time 
to keep the club running smoothly. 
 

At the next AGM, a new committee needs to be elected, to replace those at the end of their 

term of office or are standing down or the membership want to change. 

Committee members need to attend about two committee meetings. Help with keeping the 

terrain raked and tidy. Help with the organising of events and helping at a fair share of the 

events. 

We need new committee members that have contact and access within 24 hours to sort 

out any problems, to be able to deal with emails within one day.  

Keith has decided to stay on the committee. 

# - # - # - # - # 

As of 13th March, members standing for election to the committee are: Alf, Charlotte, 

Ghislaine, Mick &Peter.  

Carol, Brian, Keith, Vic & Steve are standing for re-election. 

Nominations received are as follows; 

Chairman;    Carol 2, Chas 1, Peter 1 

Vice-Chair;   Peter 5, Mick 4 

Treasurer;    Steve 4 

Secretary;    Ghislaine 6 

Committee members;    Keith 7, Charlotte 5, Alf 4, Vic 3, Brian 1. 

# - # - # - # - # 

Once again thank you to all those that helped at the club over the past year.Regards    Mike 


