










Chairman’s Report 

 

It’s been a very busy and successful year for the club. Last year there were worries that 

the membership would drop significantly. However we now have 44 registered members, 

which is the highest number we have had for a long time. Financially we are even stronger 

(as our treasurer will explain later). 

It’s been great to see so many new faces join the club over the last year, and they have 

given the club a new lease of life. Our website (which is in its second year) and more 

promotion at the terrain itself have been very effective. 

On the terrain the club has had its most successful year for a long time. We have won 

three open competitions, one at home and two at Lincoln. We have also had top 3 

placings on a number of occasions. We now have a very strong group of players respected 

by many from outside of the club. 

During the year we made a couple of changes with regards to safety. The main change was 

to keep the strings permanently on the terrain. It has had the desired effect and we have 

seen far less near misses, which had become far too common before the change was 

made. With more junior members safety takes on even more importance. 

On the negative side it has been disappointing to see that there have been a few 

arguments on the terrain this year. This has even resulted in members not coming to play. 

During social play sessions where trophies (or money) aren’t at stake there should be no 

reason to argue. It’s also important to set a good example to our junior players. Any 

disagreements can be resolved with a friendly discussion rather than an argument. 

On the subject of our juniors I have been very pleased with their progress and 

development this year, as well as their conduct on the terrain. It just shows what is 

possible when a little bit of effort is put in. It’s vital that this continues as juniors are vital 

to the health of Petanque not just in England, but worldwide. 

Lastly I want to thank all my committee members who have done a brilliant job this year, 

and also to members outside of the committee who have stepped in to help particularly 

on competition days. 

 

 

 

 



BOURNE ABBOTS PETANQUE CLUB 
Affiliated to the East Midlands Petanque Association 

CONSTITUTION 
Last amended March 2013 

 

1. NAME 

The name of the Club shall be Bourne Abbots Petanque Club 

The Club shall be based at the Abbey Lawns site in Bourne with its postal address to be that of the Club Secretary 

 

2. OBJECTIVES 

a.  To promote the game of Petanque locally to individuals, local groups, social clubs and schools 

b.  To invite other Petanque Clubs to participate in our events. 

c.  To improve the Club facilities to members and its guests wherever possible. 

 

3. MEMBERSHIP 

a. Full Member - A player over 18 years  

b. Junior member- A player 11 to 18 inclusive (under 11s to be allowed to join at the discretion of the committee) 

All full members will have a right to vote at the AGM and to hold keys to the terrain, subject to payment of a deposit. 

Whilst based in Bourne the Club welcomes members from the surrounding areas, regardless of origin, residency, 

nationality, ethnicity, gender, health and disability, political or religious beliefs. 

By the signing of the membership application all members agree to be bound by the constitution and regulations of the 

Club. 

All members agree to behave in such a manner as not to bring the Club or the sport into disrepute. 

 

4. CODE OF CONDUCT AND TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

a)  Code of Conduct - Members should be encouraging to new and existing members through demonstrating 

respect, courtesy and positive support at all times. 

Members should play in the sociable spirit of the game. 

Main rules of Petanque should be observed but members should use common sense and avoid arguing every little detail 

during non-competitive games. 

Members should refrain from arguing with, confronting other members during play of behaving in an aggressive 

manner. 

b)  Committee request - Would members please refrain from teaching/advising others excessively during games 

therefore slowing play and reducing the enjoyment of the game 

 

In the interests of the Club, any member may have their membership terminated by the Committee. The member shall be 

allowed to offer an explanation to the Committee who shall then reconsider their decision. That decision will be final. Any 

member whose membership has been terminated will not be entitled to any refund of membership and must return any 

property belonging to the club. They will get a refund for their club keys deposit if applicable.  

 

5. SUBSCRIPTIONS 

a. All members shall pay such subscriptions as the Committee may from time to time decide at the annual General 

Meeting. 

b. Annual subscriptions to be effective from the 1
st

 of March. 

c. On payment of the annual subscription all members will be provided with a Membership card. 

 

6. COMMITTEE 

A Committee comprising of the following CRB checked members shall manage the affairs of the Club:- 

a. Chairman –to lead meetings and represent the Club with other Authorities and Associations 

b. Vice Chairman-to stand in for the Chairman as and when required, to organise events and to produce 

periodic newsletters and editorials for advertising purposes. 

c. Secretary-to keep Club records and memberships, to disseminate information and to support the Chairman 

and Vice Chairman. 

d.  Treasurer-To keep accounts of all club finances, to report at meetings and provide annual audited accounts. 

e. Up to three other members-to be responsible for equipment, facilities, training and other duties as may be 

required. 

f. All committee members to assist where possible in the smooth running of any events. 



g. The Committee shall have the power to co-opt members and others for specific duties or for short periods 

of time. They will not have Committee voting rights. 

h. The Committee Officials shall be elected to their respective roles by majority vote of those full members 

voting at the AGM subject to quorum. 

 

7. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Each year in March, the Committee shall call an AGM of the Club to:- 

a. Receive and approve Annual Reports 

b. Appoint Club Committee Members. 

c. Agree the coming year’s membership fee and key deposit fee. 

d. Consider such other matters as may be on the agenda. 

 

The date and venue of the meeting and its agenda shall be notified to the Club Members at least 14 days in advance. 

Any members wishing to propose an agenda item must advise the Club Secretary by latest 14
th

 of February giving sufficient 

detail as to enable the item to be included in the issued agenda. 

 

8. EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING 

An extraordinary meeting may be called – giving fourteen (14) days notice in writing to all members stating the business to 

be transacted:- 

a. By the Chairman and not fewer than three (3) Committee Members. 

b. By a request sent to the Secretary, in writing, copied to the Chairman, and signed by at least 25% of the 

membership. 

 

9. RULES OF PROCEDURE 

a. Voting shall be by a simple majority vote, either by a show of hands or a paper ballot. The Chairman shall have an 

additional casting vote in the event of a tie. 

b. A Quorum for committee meetings requires one third plus one of elected Committee Members and requires a 

quorum of 20% of the membership  with a minimum of 8 Full Members at General Meetings. 

c. Minutes.  The Secretary shall maintain minutes of all proceedings. Minutes shall be distributed to Committee 

Members within fourteen days of such meetings and, where possible, a Newsletter setting out dates and relevant 

information shall be sent to all Club Members after each Committee Meeting. 

  

10. FINANCE 

a. All monies raised by, on behalf of, the Club shall be applied only to further the objectives of the Club. 

b. The Treasurer shall keep a proper account of the Club finances. 

c. A non member of the Club will serve as an Examiner of the accounts. 

d.  A duly examined ‘Statement of Accounts’ for the last financial year ending end of January, shall be submitted by 

the Treasurer at the Annual General Meeting. 

e. Two signatories will be required for any banking transaction on the Club’s accounts. 

 

11. DISSOLUTION 

a. The Club may, at any time, be dissolved by a resolution passed by a two thirds majority of paid up members 

present and voting at an Extraordinary General Meeting. 

b. On dissolution, all assets shall be sold and all liabilities met in full. Any residue shall be donated to a local charity 

or as the membership decide. 

 

12. AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION 

a. Proposals to alter this Constitution shall be delivered to the Secretary at least 14 days before the next Annual 

General Meeting and the rules of procedure as above will apply. 

 

EACH MEMBER TO RECEIVE A COPY OF THE CONSTITUTION WITHIN FOURTEEN DAYS OF THE MEETING WHERE IT IS 

APPROVED OR AMENDED, OR, IF A NEW MEMBER, ON PAYING THEIR FIRST SUBSCRIPTION. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Member 

Following queries from members regarding specific in-play club rules during Wednesdays and 

Sundays sessions please find some guidelines below which we hope will clarify things. 

Although national and international petanque rules specify certain things many clubs have adopted 

their own club rules which are more suited to their terrain, members etc 

When receiving other clubs at competitions we have in the past specified 2 main rules, which now 

also apply during club sessions. 

1. Any boules or the coche going completely over the string or touching the wood is deemed 

out.  

2. For the cochonet to be legal (when thrown at the start of an end) it must be at least 50cm 

from the strings or 1 metre from the wood surround (front and back).  

The rest of the time the official rules of the Game of Petanque apply, which you can access via this 

link http://tinyurl.com/nw7tl4o . 

The reason we play in a closed terrain (i.e. in lanes) is for safety purposes most of all since we have 

had more junior members. 

None of our visitors have objected to our club rules and indeed we have seen more controversial 

rules when away at other clubs competitions.  

I hope this will clarify things for future sessions, and that this matter can now be closed. 

 

Kind Regards 

Your Club Chairman 

Daniel Chalmers 

http://tinyurl.com/nw7tl4o


Code of conduct 

Members should be encouraging to new and existing members through demonstrating 

respect, courtesy and positive support at all times 

Members should play in the spirit of the game of petanque being a sociable game 

Main rules of petanque should be observed but members should use comment sense and 

avoid arguing every little detail during non competitive play. 

Members should refrain from making adverse comments or offer criticism which would upset 

other members 

Members should refrain from teaching/advising others excessively during games therefore 

slowing play and reducing the enjoyment of the game of petanque. (Tactics can obviously be 

discussed between partners) 

Members should refrain from arguing with, confronting other members during play or 

behaving in an aggressive manner 



 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

INVITATION 

Community Room, Meadow Close, Bourne 

Wednesday 5TH MARCH 2014 at 7.00PM 

 

 

Dear member 

 

You are cordially invited to attend the meeting and vote for your committee for the coming year as 

well as voting on proposed changes to our constitution. 

You can find the proposed amended constitution attached in your email or clipped to this invite if 

received by post. The proposed changes are in bold red. 

 

Included is a nomination form if you would like to nominate a new committee member. 

Current committee members: 

Chairman: Daniel Chalmers Vice-Chairman: Pam Holmes 

Secretary: Ghislaine Chalmers Treasurer: Christopher Barton 

Committee Members: Keith Turner, Brian Goodliffe, Vic Starsmore 

 

Nominations should arrive ideally before the AGM. You can return the form to the secretary at the 

address below or by email at bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Secretary’s address: 25 Swallow Hill, Thurlby, Nr Bourne, LINCS, PE10 0JB 

 

New membership cards will be issued following payment of Memberships after the AGM. 

 

 

AGENDA 

 
Open & Welcome 

Apologies for absence 

Minutes of the last AGM 

Matters arising from last AGM 

Chairman’s Report 

Secretary’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report & Adoption of the Accounts 

Membership fees 

To approve change to the constitution 

Nomination and Election of Officers & Committee 

Close of AGM 

 

If you have any queries or would like to add another item to the agenda please don’t hesitate to 

ring Ghislaine Chalmers on 01778 394083  

or contact  

the Club by email at bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

 

  Bourne Abbots Petanque Club 

 

mailto:bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk


Please nominate one candidate for the role of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 

Secretary and Treasurer and up to three candidates for the role of Committee 

Member. 

 

Please nominate one candidate for the role of Chairman, Vice-Chairman, 

Secretary and Treasurer and up to three candidates for the role of Committee 

Member. 

Position Nominations 

Chairman  

Vice-Chairman  

Treasurer  

Secretary  

Committee Member 1  

Committee Member 2  

Committee Member 3  

Position Nominations 

Chairman  

Vice-Chairman  

Treasurer  

Secretary  

Committee Member 1  

Committee Member 2  

Committee Member 3  
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