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Message from Vice Chairman 

It might be winter but it is nice to see a good crowd of people still turning up to sessions. It has been a long time 

since we’ve had attendances of double figures at the club during the harsh winter months. Hopefully we will 

continue to grow as the year goes on and it starts to get warmer again. If you have any friends who might like to 

give the sport a try remember that they are entitled to three sessions at no cost before deciding if they want to 

commit to paying membership. 

Recently we have acquired club shirts and fleeces with our new club logo which I think look brilliant.  It’s been 

great to see so many people wearing them. We still have fleeces available for anyone interested plus we have a 

stock of shirts too for when it starts getting warmer in the spring time.  

Before Christmas we conducted a club survey covering many important club issues. The responses were very 

interesting and we have already started acting on the responses we were given. The format of the club sessions 

has already changed with halftime tea breaks and partner swaps. We now also have evidence of the new facilities 

people would like to see at the club. This evidence will give us a better chance of securing funding so that 

members’ wishes can become a reality. We have all the results, analysis of the survey plus what we intend to do in 

this newsletter. Feel free to discuss any matters arising from these results with the club officers. 

Back in October we had a very closely fought Big Melee with a bit of a twist. You can see full details in the 

competition reports section. You will also notice that when it comes to recent club competitions Keith Turner has 

been the man on form. If only he performed that well when I play with him! 

AGM details 

The AGM will take place  

on the 13th of March at  7.00pm. 

Please see your invitation for full detail 

 

 News in brief 

Unfortunately our Treasurer Alex Afifi is stepping down at the AGM and therefore we are 

inviting nominations for a new treasurer. We thank Alex for his excellent account keeping for 

the last couple of years. 

The constitution needed a few amendments to allow us to pursue our efforts towards 

funding, therefore a copy of the proposed changes is included for your comments and the 

club members will be invited to vote for or against those changes at the AGM.  

We hope that our members who have been unable to attend club sessions through illness 

get well soon and we look forward to seeing them back on the terrain. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT YOUR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE OF £15 PER ADULT, £5 FOR JUNIORS  

IS DUE ON THE 1ST OF MARCH.  

YOU CAN ALSO PAY ON THE 13TH OF MARCH IF YOU ATTEND THE AGM 



Geoff Warren Club Singles  

We are pleased to announce that Pam Warren was made an honorary life member 

 as decided by the committee. 

Unfortunately on the original date of the competition heavy rain led to the decision to postpone. 

Eight people needed to take part in order for the draw system to work, and we had less than that 

once the heavens opened. 

On the rescheduled event it was Keith Turner who triumphed winning all five of his matches. Alf 

Stripling was runner-up with four wins. 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Melee  

On a beautiful October afternoon 14 members took part in 

our annual melee. Everyone played three games and in a 

close contest it was Keith Turner who won winning two out 

of three of his games with a score of +19.  

Alex Afifi and Ghislaine Chalmers came joint second with two 

wins and a score of +15. One of our new members Brian 

Goodliffe on his competition debut impressed and came 

third with two wins and a score of +9. 

 

 

Big Melee  

In October we had our second annual big melee competition. Although we didn’t get as good a 

turnout as the previous two open tournaments it turned out to be one of the most compelling. 

This was one of the most wide open competitions I can remember being involved in. Going into the 

fifth round there were six or seven players who had a genuine chance of winning the competition.  

In the end there were two players with exactly the same score including our very own Keith Turner 

and a member from Kegworth. To decide the winner both players took part in a “point off”. Both 

players had one boule and the one closest to the coche won. In the end Keith lost out to the 

outsider. Oops, we forgot his name! 

Keith gets his name 

on the shield for the 

fourth time. 

Look who’s got the winner’s trophy 

yet again 



Thanks to everyone who helped make the Big Melee a great event, and also thanks to all those who 

donated raffle prizes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Survey Results 

Question 1: Why do people come to the club 

Socialise 20 Keep Active 15 Have Fun 18 Be Outdoors 16 

Competitions 8 Serious Games   6 To Learn 17 Other  0 

The general trend from this question is people mainly come to club sessions to enjoy themselves and 

to socialise with other club members. Although the majority have in interest in learning about the 

game and improving as a player only a minority are interested in playing serious games. 

There is some interest from members in playing competitions but over half our members want to 

play for the enjoyment of it rather than trying to take it to the next level. Having said that we will 

always encourage members to have a go at competitions (particularly the home ones) and we think 

that going away to competitions is a very enjoyable experience regardless of ability level. 

 

 

Third Place For once Keith has to settle 

for second place 

Unfortunately I am only 

carrying the trophy because 

there were too many prizes 

for our winner to carry! 



Question 2: Are members happy with club times 

Yes 16 No 4 

It seems that members are very happy with the current club times therefore there are no plans to 

make any changes. Thursday evening sessions will return in the Spring if the interest is there. 

Question 3: Is the club membership fair? 

Yes 18 No 2 

Everyone who filled in the survey stated that the £15.00 club fee was fair. Both people who said no 

stated that they thought the fee was too cheap. 

Question 4: Do members want a refreshment break and are they willing to pay for it? 

Refreshment break with 50p fee Yes      22 

As a result of this overwhelming majority verdict the tea breaks have been running for the past 

couple of months. I am sure you will agree that this has been a great success. I think these breaks 

have allowed us to get to know each other a bit more, which in turn results in a better and more 

relaxed atmosphere out on the terrain, which is what we want to see. 

Question 5:  How do members want the teams to be selected? 

Present arrangement 15 Boules in a box   3 Names out of a hat 5 

The consensus is that the current system is the simplest and quickest way to decide the teams. 

However we ask that common sense is used when two or three beginners get drawn together on the 

same team. 

Question 5b: Do members want to swap partners halfway through the session? 

Same partner for whole session 4 Swap halfway through  7        Swap after each game    9 

We have already introduced swapping partners after the half-time tea break. However once it starts 

getting warmer we will be trialling swapping partners after each game to see how well it works. 

Swapping partners means you get a chance to play with different people more often and it adds 

variety to club sessions. 

Question 6a) Do members want free coaching? 

Yes 16 No 4 

Question 6b) When do members want free coaching? 

Club session 6 By arrangement  8 

Question 6c) Who do members want to be coached by? 

Club member 11 EPA coach 2  

Overall members like the idea of having free coaching but the key question is how it is implemented 

at the club. A popular trend is that members don’t want coaching to interrupt the club sessions, as 

members want to enjoy playing games and socialising at this time as our first question 

demonstrated.  

So what we would like to try and do is either arrange coaching sessions for members who want it 

outside of club sessions and/or have them before and after club sessions. We will be encouraging all 

our members to make full use of this opportunity. 

 



Question 7a) Do members want a club league? 

Yes 12 No 7 

Question 7b) Do members want to be part of the regional league? 

Yes 8 No 10 

In any club it’s important to have a good balance between social play and more competitive play 

hence why having a league is a good idea. With a majority wanting a club league implemented Keith 

Turner will be devising a format for us which we can use during the season (which he will then 

probably go on and win!).  

Therefore with a league, a mix of club and open competitions, plus the away competitions there will 

be plenty of opportunity for the more competitive amongst us to play serious games. This in turn will 

ensure our normal club sessions remain a time for fun and relaxed social play.  

Unfortunately there aren’t enough people interested in playing in the regional league for us to get 

involved. We really need at least 10 people who can commit to being involved throughout the whole 

league season and with only eight people saying yes we currently don’t have that. 

Question 8) Do members want a club social? 

Yes 17 No 1  

Every year we will now be organising a club social. We decided not to do one at Christmas as there 

are so many other things going in people’s social calendars at that time. We plan to have a social in 

the spring and we will soon be asking where members would like this to take place, and it’s likely 

that we will do something different every year.  

Question 9) Club facilities and improvements 

Out of all of the possible options listed in this question it was toilets, electricity, water and a new 

club house which were the most wanted improvements by far. Lots of work is going on behind the 

scenes to help boost our chances of receiving financial help, so that we can add these vital club 

improvements. This survey was one of the things that had to be carried out to help us towards that 

goal. Now that we know that there is a demand for these improvements our chances of securing 

funding increases. Thanks to Brian Goodliffe, we now have light in the club house as he has lent us 

his battery whilst he is not using it. It has allowed us to finish the winter sessions having a relaxing 

chat and sometimes a second cup of tea. 

 

Club Wear 

A few Club fleeces and polos are in stock if you missed out and are interested. Find below a list of 

sizes left and prices. 

Fleeces £25  Polos £15  Polo and fleece combined £35 

Fleeces    2 Medium and 1 XL 

Polos  3 Large  and 2 XL 

 

Once they are gone the minimum quantity for reordering from supplier is 12. Let your club secretary 

Ghislaine Chalmers know if you would like to place an order. 

 

 

 



YOUR 2011 COMMITTEE 

 

 

Chairman Pam Holmes 28 Poplar Crescent, Bourne, LINCS, PE10 

9SA 

Tel 01778 424110 

Email- pamholmes@hotmail.co.uk 

Vice-Chairman Daniel Chalmers 25 Swallow Hill, Thurlby, Nr Bourne, 

LINCS, PE10 0JB 

Tel 01778 394083 

Email- bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary Ghislaine Chalmers 25 Swallow Hill, Thurlby, Nr Bourne, 

LINCS, PE10 0JB 

Tel – 01778 394083 

Email- bournepetanque@hotmail.co.uk 

Treasurer Alex Afifi 22 Arran Close, Greylees, Sleaford, 

LINCS, NG34 8FY 

Tel – 07908 851148 

Email: alexafifi@btinternet.com 

Committee 

Member 

John Hebdon Linton House, Siltside, Gosberton Clough, 

Spalding 

PE11 4JR 

01775 750362 

Committee 

Member 

Keith Turner The Heathers, Northfields, Bourne, Lincs 

PE10 9DB 

01778 393129 

Committee 

Member 

Alf Stripling 15 Bell Lane, Deeping St James, LINCS, 

PE6 8NH 

Tel – 01778 342650 

Email – Alfred.stripling@talktalk.net 

Official Club Playing Times 

Sunday  2pm onwards   Wednesday 2pm onwards 

Thursday pm    (will be re-introduced in the Spring if there is demand) 

Members are also welcome to use the terrain at any other time they wish 

individually or in groups. If you don’t have a key and would like one then please 

ask the secretary who will get one made for you.  

The current deposit for keys is £6.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 


